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bouring bouses, the snake being seen by servants on several occasions. 
In October of this year it was caught while crushing a cat at one of 
the houses and killed. It was 12 feet long and 44 inches in greatest 
diameter. 

A. G. Ellis, M. IX 

No. VL Occurrence of the Fin-Foot near Lampang, 

On November 11, 1980, l obtained a specimen of the tin-foot 
(Heliopais per^onata) in a small, shallow marsh about fifteen miles 
along the Lampaug-Chiengrai road. The bird was swimming slowly 
and was probably searching for food. It was a female in full plum¬ 
age and had the following dimensions: Total length 520 mm.; 
wing 257 mm.; tail 112 mm. ; tarsus S8 mm.; gape 54 mm. Previous 
Siamese records which I have been able to Hud for this bird are 
Pattani, 1899 (Proceedings Zoological Society of London, 1901); Koh 
Pa-ngan, 191,8 (Journal Federated Malay States, 1915); and ChanbA- 
boon, 1917 (Journal of Natural History Society of Siam, HI, 1918). 
The specimen now recorded may prove to be the first from northern 

Siam. 1 

Luang S. V i jjakich. 


Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 

January^ 25, 1984. 

No. VII. Forked Brow-Tines in Antlers of a Schomburgk Deer. 

In Ids article, “ Some Notes on Gervus seliomburgki ”, which 
appeared in the Journal of Natural History Society of Siam, Vol. Ill, 
No. 1. 1918, Mr. P. R? Kemp remarks: “In all the numerous heads 
examined by me I have never come across a single case of the forked 
brow tine of which Blyth and Lydekker make mention, nor can I 
learn of other observers in this country having ever met with this 
peculiarity ” The accompanying photograph of a head of a Schoin- 
burgk deer carrying antlers with forked brow Mines may therefore 
be of interest to Mr. Kemp and others who have not seen such a 
case before. 

According to the present owner, a Bangkok resident, the skull 
shown in the photograph has been in the possession of his family 
for at least seventy years, but it is not known from which part of 
this country it was originally obtained. 

1 Another specimen of thin rare bird was taken on the Plan River, 
Pen insular Siam, June 5, 1928. This specimen is in the United States 
National Mttseuin.— K ditok. 
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Antlers of a Schomburgk Deer showing Forked Brow’tines. 
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The forking' of brow-tines in the horns of the ftehoinburak 
deer seems a very rare feature, the present being the only instance 
so far observed by the writer, 

Phya Win it Wanaxjkhiw 

Bangkok, August, 1934. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATURAL HISTORY SECTION. 

21m: Ordinary GexeiiajS Meeting. 

This meeting was held on August 10, 1933, with Dr* Hugh 
M. Smith, the leader of the section, in the chair. Owing- to a very 
heavy rain the attendance was small, and in consequence the project¬ 
ed programme was not adhered to, and papers by Dr. Smith and Mr. 
G. J, House were postponed. Tire time was profitably occupied in 
the exhibition and discussion of specimens, 

Nai Ariant Mangikul gave an interesting talk on the paddy 
cut-worm Girphis tmipwncta* This pest becomes of importance 
periodically and sometimes causes great devastation. Last year some 
30,000 |ai were completely destroyed by the caterpillars of this moth. 
Nai Ariant showed live moths, caterpillars of various ages, and the 
chairidoid parasites that keep the pest in check. 

Dr. Smith showed an attractive series of small aquaria con¬ 
taining native species of fishes suitable for the ornamentation of 
home, office, school or shop window. Especially showy were the pla 
hang dung (Labeo bicolov), two kinds of pla mew {Ra$hora) y and pla 
kang lai (Punikis siim^dranus), all from Bung Borapet, together 
with pla krim (Glenops viitaius), pla hua takua (Pmichax panckaSfy, 
and several other small forms from local waters. 

He exhibited also a peculiar coiled land snail (lihiostoma), 
one of the opisthopores, which has developed a remarkable feature 
for obtain tog air while the shell remains tightly closed during periods 
of drought* A breathing pore on a long tube some distance behind 
the main entrance admits air hut is so small that desiccation of the 
soft parts is prevented. This particular species, recently described, 
is as yet known only from Kao Sabap near Chantabim and from 
Sam Itoi Tot Several smaller species occur in various parts of Siam. 

Dr. Smith also allowed a bird (So * % loplm^ Inn a fns d izabeth< w) 
previously unknown in Siam, collected on a recent holiday trip in the 
Khun Tan Mountains. This bird is a beautiful member of the family 
of broad bills. 

Nai Boon Chnay Indramb&iya, of the Department of Fisheries, 
showed some excellent dissections he had made of three types of air- 
breathing fishes, pla dulc (Clarias batraehus), pla mor (Anastas teslu- 
diuens), and pla cheat (Saccobranclms fossllis), and explained the 
accessary respiratory apparatus in each. Especially noteworthy was 
the demonstration of the hollow tube extending the entire length of 


